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“Open Door”

Why talk about my paintings? The process of painting for me is a means for me to deepen my personal relationship with Christ and a finished painting is an outlet for others to plug into the Good News of the Gospel.  Not everyone will seek or find my intentional symbolism, but that’s ok with me.  Tonight, I am going to attempt to take you through my thought process as an artist.

My 2 secrets:

1st: I paint with a knife…most natural. 

2nd: I paint a hideous color on the canvas first…why? Bc it motivates me to paint faster in order to cover it up.

THE DOOR 1: (YOU seeking God)

“’I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, 

and will go in and out and find pasture.’”

John 10:9

Imagine that you betrayed your Father and lost his trust.  You feel terrible, guilty, and ashamed…all you desire to do is speak with your father, calm his wrath with your plea for forgiveness and feel his loving, merciful arms wrap around you. But you cant.  Your father has locked his door and you have no way of communicating to him.  Everyday you showed up at his doorstep leaving letters and gifts, in the hope that your Father would accept them and forgive you.  But the door remains locked. 

( In the Old Testament, the door of communication and reconciliation with God was locked. God sent his one and only son, Jesus Christ, to bear the Good News of salvation and life for all who believed.  Carrying the key of God’s Word, Christ became the open door for communication and a personal relationship with God.

“You are like [a] prisoner in a dungeon, and there may be one key in the bunch which would unlock the door, and you might be free; but if you will not look for it, you may remain a prisoner still, though liberty is so near at hand.”

C.H. Spurgeon

It is a choice to approach your Father’s door to ask for forgiveness…it is a choice to seek out the key of truth that leads you through the door to be reconciled with your Father.  There are many keys in this world that will never be able to unlock the door of salvation.  There is one key that has unlocked the door…and it is found in the teachings of Jesus Christ.

“My Lord never fails to honour His promises; and when we bring them to His throne, He never sends them back unanswered. Therefore I will wait only at His door, for He ever opens it with the hand of magnificent grace.  At this hour I will try Him anew.”

C.H. Spurgeon

SHOES: 

Facing out to the viewer:

1) Symbol of entering into a holy place, holy ground (Moses took off his sandals on Mt. Sinai)

2) Symbol of cleansing: Mary Magdalene took off Jesus’ sandals as an act of service and worship to cleanse His feet with her hair and expensive perfume.

- We must take off our shoes as we humbly approach the door of Christ.

3) During Christmas time in countries around the world such as Germany, Portugal, Spain, France, the Netherlands, and Russia, children leave their shoes outside of their doors in hope that they will find gifts in them the following morning. – The birth of Jesus Christ was the ultimate gift and because of his birth, life, death, and resurrection He offers the greatest gift of eternal life to those who seek after Him and His truth.

- Read the tradition of France and The Netherlands.

- It is a GIFT.

- Empty shoes to be filled with this gift; We come with an empty heart in order to be filled with the love of Christ.

- Parable of the wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14) (11-14): Leaving old life outside banquet doors – putting on new life in Christ- cannot enter banquet wearing old, sinful, stained, worldly clothing, but must accept Christ free gift of pure, eternal life and put on the Lord’

THE DOOR 2: (God seeking YOU)

The knocking goes BOTH WAYS. The door swings BOTH ways.

 “With lovingkindness have I drawn thee.”  

Jeremiah 31:3

“The master came One night to the door, and knocked with the iron hand of the law; the door shook and trembled upon its hinges; but the man piled every piece of furniture which he could find against the door, for he said, 

‘I will not admit the man.’  

The master turned away, but by-and-bye He came back and with His own soft hand, using most that part where the nail had penetrated, He knocked again – 

Oh, so softly and tenderly.  

This time the door did not shake, but strange to say, it opened, and there upon his knees the once unwilling host was found rejoicing to receive his guest.  

‘Come in, come in; thou hast so knocked that my bowels are moved for thee.  I could not think of thy pierced hand leaving its blood-mark on my door, and of thy going away houseless, thy head filled with dew, and thy locks with the drops of night.  

I yield, I yield, Thy love has won my heart.’ 

So in every case: lovingkindness wins the day.  What Moses with the tablets of stone could never do, Christ does with His pierced hand.”

C.H. Spurgeon

God longs for YOU. More than anything, He wants your love and wants you to accept His unending love for YOU.

· Accepting Christ into your hearts means allowing the abounding love of Christ flow into your heart forever.

READ Psalm 103 to give a picture of Our God.

“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in LOVE.”

· This means giving up control…hardest part.  

 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
· Hebrews 12:1-3

GRAFFITI: Where do you find your identity?

Pais: (4 different meanings in 4 different languages)

- Spanish = country

- Portuguese = parents

- Ancient Greek = child

- French = peace

Finding my identity in this world looks like this:

Country: American

Parents: David and Lindsay Anderson

Child: I once was a child and eventually will have a child of my own.

Peace: I love myself and try to solve my own problems.

On the other hand: Finding my identity in Christ looks like this:

Country: heaven is my home (Ephesians 2:18-20, 1 Peter 1:16-18, 1 Peter 2:10-12)

Parents: God is my Father (everyone will let me down…parents, friends, sig. others…but God is my Rock and my Father who will never let me down.)  (Psalm 103: 13)

Child: I am a child of God (John 1:12: “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—“)

Peace: Philipians 4:6-8: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”
THEREFORE:

1. Approach the ancient wooden door = approach your savior Jesus Christ who longs to have a personal relationship with you.

2. Take off our shoes (throw off all that hinders you and the sin that so easily entangles)… leave your old sinful life outside the doors in order to receive the gift of new life as you walk through the doors of Christ and enter into the banquet of God, cleansed and adorned in His banquet clothing.

3. Listen for Christ knocking ever so gently with His nail-pierced hands on the doors of your heart.  By rejecting Him, shutting Him out, ignoring Him…you are ignoring the love, forgiveness, salvation, joy, hope, comfort, wisdom, compassion, mercy, grace, righteousness, eternal inheritance, eternal life in heaven that comes when you open the door and fall to your knees…and REJOICE in receiving Christ and the Holy Spirit into your heart.

Prayer.

