MY PURPOSE:

· Colossians 2:2-3  “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  (Paul)

· Acts 20:24   “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task to testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.” (Paul)

IDEA: SIMPLE ( COMPLEX

· Salvation = simple (subject)  (walk through the door of Jesus)
· People come with layers of life experiences and worldly desires = complex (paint)  (leave your burdens at the door…at the cross of Jesus)

CLOSED DOOR: 

· Psalm 141:3  “…keep watch over the door of my lips.”

· Matthew 6:6  “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who sees what is unseen…”

· Matthew 7:7-8  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knock, the door will be opened.”

· Revelations 3:20  “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come and eat with him and he with me.” (DO WE HEAR JESUS KNOCKING AT THE DOORS OF OUR HEARTS?)

· Proverbs 4:23  “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.”

LOCK: (nothing is impossible for the Lord)

· John 20:19 [ Jesus Appears to His Disciples  ] On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"
· John 20:26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"
· Acts 5:23 "We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside."
· Galatians 3:23 “Before faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed.”

STAIRWAY: (the Lord will do what He has promised)

· Isaiah 38:7-8  “’This is the Lord’s sign to you that the Lord will do what he has promised: I will make the shadow cast by the sun go back the ten steps it has gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.’  So the sunlight went back the ten steps it had gone down.”

· Proverbs 16:9  “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”

· “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord

· Galatians 5:25  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the spirit.”

-  BSF NOTES:  “In the prevailing spiritual darkness that engulfed the world of His day (and ours) the Lord Jesus revealed Himself as light traversing the world and history.  He is like a leader who holds aloft a candle that gives light only to those who choose to follow and to keep such pace with Him that they always move within the circle of His light.” 

· C.H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening (10)  “When the Holy Spirit gives us spiritual light and opens our eyes to behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, we behold sin in its true colours, and ourselves in our real position; we see the Most Holy God as He reveals Himself, the plan of mercy as He propounds it, and the world to come as the Word describes it.  Spiritual light has many beams and prismatic colours, but whether they be knowledge, joy, holiness, or life, all are divinely good.”

· Sin exposed to light either drives us to Christ or away from him.  How do you respond to light?
· Isaiah 2:5  “Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”
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GUARD/ DOORKEEPER/ WATCHMAN:

· Mark 13:32-37  “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard!  Be alert!  You do not know when that time will come.  It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”

· Psalm 84:10  “Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

· Inside door = house of wicked
· Outside door, upstairs = house of God
· Door = Jesus
· Walking through the open door (open to ALL: Jesus came into the world that all might be saved) = salvation, committing your life to Christ
· 1 Timothy 1:15 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”

· John 10:7-9  “Therefore Jesus said again… ‘I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.’”

· Walk in and out of the door…live a short time in the world until walk up the steps to eternal freedom.

· Must continually come back through the door into the light to remain faithful and find peace, joy, comfort, and rejuvenation…how? Studying the Word of God and remaining in fellowship. (John 16:33)

· Door keeper = believer – Holy Spirit
· Stairs = eternal life following Christ’s steps
· Start at the feet of the doorkeeper…humbly set your foundation on Christ (red stripe)
· Matthew 5:5  “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

· The true shepherd enters by the gate, authorized by the WATCHMAN.

· “The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”  John 10:3

· “The guardian of the gate, the watchman, recognizes the true shepherd and authorizes him to enter by opening the gate for immediate contact with the sheep.  Perhaps Jesus pointed here to the Holy Spirit. For it was the Holy Spirit’s authority and power that revealed Jesus to the sheep as the true shepherd.” BSF 

SECURITY INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE DOOR

· If you are obedient, “you will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.” Deuteronomy 28:6

· Psalm 121:8 promises God’s people, “The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”

· How amazing in out world of unrest, uncertainty, and insecurity to know that when we are “with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3), God will make provisions for us inside and outside, what ever happens!
ABOVE/BELOW:

· Colossians 3:1-3 “Since then you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on the things above, not on earthly things.”

ONE CHOICE

(BSF)

A.)  SALVATION: John 10:9-10

· To be saved implies that one was lost before, and “will not perish” implies a rescue from destruction.

· Thus, there are two spiritual conditions, one inside the door (John5:24 and Ephesians 2:1 under the term death); the other inside the gate.  To enter by the door from an outside position to an inside one requires a deliberate act involving one’s entire being.

B.)  SATISFACTION

· To be in Christ is to “find pasture” emotionally, intellectually, vocationally, and even physically. (BSF)

C.)  LIFE…LIFE ABUNDANT

· “These [things] are written that you may believe…, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31)  eternal life
· “When one literally lives by drawing upon His exhaustless source of joy, peace, love, patience, self-control, power, strength to endure, and ability to meet every situation, life becomes abundant, zestful, adventuresome, without fear, an the personality is fully integrated.  It is this full life hat He has come to give you.” (BSF)

· Receiving such abundance from Christ results in abundant living now and an abundant entrance into heaven. (2 Peter 1:11)

SIDES (Acknowledging that there are 2 sides…requires a choice.)

· John 18:37  “’You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’”

DOUBT
· Matthew 7:7…but…

· James 1:6-8 “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”

· Luke 22:61 “The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times’”
